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Passamaquoddy and the Wampanoag Tribe
According to Motahkumikuk (2014), the Passamaquoddy tribe is among the many Indian tribes that have its origins in the Wabanaki Alliance who happened to be part of the eastern American Indians. Today, most of the tribesmen live in Maine. The Passamaquoddy tribe speak the Algonquin language that comprises two major dialects; the Maliseet and the Peskotomuhkati. The Wampanoag tribe is believed to have been beginning 10000 years ago and stayed on the Noepe Islands and Aquinnah. Records acknowledge that Giovianni Da Verrazzona was the one who discovered them. The literature will cover the importance of the tribes, discussing at least three aspects of the two tribes, the precolonial type of clothing as well as comparing and contrasting the aforementioned tribes.
It is of critical importance to understand the lifestyle of these people as far as the cultural and the historical context is concerned. Historical records from the Passamaquoddy website outline that the Passamaquoddy people stayed in family camps that would seasonally relocate in search for fishing, hunting and gathering grounds that were a major source of their subsistence needs (Passamaquoddy Indian Fact Sheet, 2016). They exercised patrilineal kinship which allowed polygamy, frequent migration and merging of social groups. The Passamaquoddy people were also involved in trading activities where they traded fur with the French and the English traders.
Historical narratives uphold that at one point the Wampanoag tribe covered the whole of southern Massachusetts and the entire Eastern Rhode Island accumulating approximately 67 tribal communities. According to Learning about Passamaquoddy tribe (2018), the tribe is currently organized into the Wampanoag Tribal Council of Gay Head that has various functions, most importantly to allow for the continuation and preservation of its culture. Historically, the Wampanoag people have had tough encounters with the most remarkable being the death of its people after offering aid to the Pilgrims in the 16th century. They often lived as a single group and depended on fish, game corn and beans (Wampanoag Indian facts sheet, 2015). The women held an important responsibility of owning the land and taking care of the family while the men’s huge role was providing for the family. Big decisions were often made by the head of the tribe known as the Sechem. The Wampanoag people practiced Polygamy although they also believed in having one wife.
According to Wampanoag tribe of the gay head (2018), the Penobscot and the Passamaquoddy are recorded to be among the first Indians to make an encounter with the Native Americans. They had wider bays that attracted explorers who came seeking a sea route into the continent. On the other hand, the Wampanoag tribe made its first contact with the Native Americans in 1621 which was followed by a visit from Chief Massasoit. The event was marked by an exchange of gifts and later on ended into a peace treaty that existed for approximately five decades. Both the Wampanoag and the Passamaquoddy culture are in danger (The Pilgrim-Wampanoag peace treaty, 2018). For the Wampanoag, a majority of their tribesmen died and today there are only six tribal communities remaining with an existing difficulty of linking up against these tribes which threaten the continuation of their cultural heritage. Similarly, the Passamaquoddy tribe is at risk of losing its language since the younger generation no longer uses the original language.
In conclusion, both the Wampanoag are of great importance in understanding the history of the Indians. The two tribes showcase similar cultural activities such as polygamy, fishing, hunting and gathering. The historical importance of both the Wampanoag and the Passamaquoddy is that they provide the background history of the encounter between Indians and the Native Americans which played a vital role in the American Revolution. For instance, some of the Indian tribes collaborated with the British while others collaborated with the Americans. 
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